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2021 ANNUAL REPORT
Celebrating
our first

THROUGH ACTIVE, EXPERIENTIAL AND
GLOBAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES,
WE PREPARE OUR STUDENTS TO BE

STEWARDS OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST
AND PRACTITIONERS AND LEADERS IN
THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS.
2 School of Public Affairs

Celebrating 10 years
At our 10 year anniversary we graduated 2,942
students and they are everywhere. I recently had
a prospective student and her father visit. In
the course of our conversation it turned out the
student was the sister of a student we have featured
in a past report. The older sister is now graduated
and working for an area non-profit that is devoted
to her passion of sustainability. The younger sister
said her sibling would introduce her to her professors, our professors.
In 10 years we have managed to have an outsized
impact on Central Minnesota. Between fall 2014
and spring 2020, 89 percent of the graduates we
have tracked are employed in their fields of study
and 61 percent are working here in Minnesota.
Another 14 percent are continuing their education
and another 12 percent are international students.

The pandemic has undoubtedly changed us permanently. Yet we are seeing more students in our
offices and our Student Success Center. As I write
this at the beginning of Spring 2022 term, half of
our classes are online and half have a face-to-face
component, with half of the latter having some
delivery online.
Those blended or hybrid courses are part of our
future. We now plan to offer more than 40 such
sections each term after never offering more than
seven before the pandemic. With a bit of luck
we will resume our Alnwick Spring Break trip in
March 2022, thanks in significant part to the generosity of donors and our SOPA Advisory Council
in funding scholarships.
Thank you for your support and for reading this
report, and here’s to 10 more years!

King Banaian
Dean, School of Public Affairs
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Two of our 10 years have lived under a pandemic.
Despite that we placed students in 45,663 hours of
internships in 2020-21. Some of those hours belong to Nick Hainlin, whose story appears in this
report. Others are graduates we now see placing in
public, non-profit and private sector opportunities

throughout Minnesota. There are no better moments for me as a dean than when I am meeting
with our community partners and know the intern
in the room (or Zoom) is one of our students.

C

E

conomists like numbers. The two proudest
numbers for me are 2,942 and 45,663. They
appear in this report.
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he Metro Citizens Police Academy (MCPA) works to assist the
community in better understanding police training, procedures
and philosophy through classroom and hands-on training.

A note from Chris Thiebaut ’05

This fall, King Banaian finally earned a spot in the Academy. This
is what he had so say about his experience.

16

It Takes a Garden

“When I became dean I realized how little I knew about some of
the careers our graduates hold.

18

Faculty Highlights

20

Service from Service

21

Radical(ization) Project

Over the course of eight weeks I learned some of the same lessons
our Criminal Justice Studies majors learn about use of force and
criminal procedures. Some of my instructors were SCSU Criminal
Justice alumni who work in multiple roles. For example one
sergeant worked both as a drone operator for search operations
and a SWAT negotiator.

22

A classroom project turns into a
national competition and an exercise
in public policy and teamwork.

I saw the dispatcher’s station, which requires multitasking to an
extent I am certain I cannot do. We also experienced several of the
skills that police use, from collecting evidence, fingerprinting, and
the use of weapons.

Alumni Updates

The culminating experience for me was stepping into a training in
which our instructors simulated the act of investigating a domestic
dispute. Suffice to say, I did not do well. It is apparent how much
training it takes to do the work our graduates do. I have a much
better understanding of their work.”

On the cover (left) Edison Jensen, Mohibullah Faqeerzai, Josh Snapp, Gabriel Silveira Chein, and Alison Gugglberger
4 School of Public Affairs
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Internship
Hours
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Our students continued to
serve their communities during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Through active, experiential and global learning
opportunities, we prepare our students to be stewards of
the public interest and practitioners and leaders in the
public and private sectors.
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HONORING
NADA FRONK

Father, emergency
management
professional, and
St. Cloud State
alum Monte Fronk
took stage to tell his
daughter’s story and
raise awareness of
the national crisis
affecting indigenous
women and girls.

O

6 School of Public Affairs

Scan to watch
Monte tell
Nada’s story.

Nada Fronk

n May 26, 2021, Monte Fronk received the call no father ever wants to
receive. His 24 year-old daughter, Nada, had been murdered in a domestic violence incident.
A little over a month later, Monte reached out to Dean
Banaian. He was ready to tell Nada’s story and bring
American Indian
awareness to Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
women and girls
and Girls (MMIWG), a growing national crisis.
make up just 1% of
Nada was missing and trafficked during much of her
the state’s population.
youth. She dealt with attachment disorders associated with
From 2010
second generational fetal alcohol syndrome. After being
through 2018, 8% of
rescued, she found the resilience to earn her high school
all murdered women
diploma and was making a life for herself before it tragically ended.
and girls in Minnesota
The School of Public Affairs worked with a number of
were American
campus partners to present “Honoring Nada Fronk: A
Indian.
Native Father’s Experience with his Missing and Murdered
Source: Minnesota Task Force on
Indigenous Daughter.” 			
Missing and Murdered Indigenous
On Thursday, Oct. 7, the floor was his. Monte told his
Women report, 2020.
daughter’s story - in great detail - to a room of nearly 100
people including members of the indigenous community, state legislators, students, and community members.
Monte graduated from St. Cloud State in 1998 with an undergraduate degree
and again in 2007 with a master’s in Public Safety Executive Leadership. He is a
member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and humbly serves as their Emergency
Management Coordinator.

!

A little background...

Chauvin Trial Husky Update
The impact of what was witnessed in Minneapolis May 25, 2020
was substantial. The Chauvin Trial Husky Update is John Baker’s way
to help process the feelings, emotions, and logistics of the trial.
“The best way I know how to process the trauma
is to better understand what is going on and break
down some of the trial lingo,” said Baker.
In the videos, produced once or twice per week
during the trial, Baker breaks down the strategies
and tactics used by attorneys and highlights significant testimony.
Baker is also a source to experts and community leaders to shed light on the trial. In an April
7 video, Baker discussed a multi-agency effort to
ensure the safety of the public with Lieutenant
Kelly Mager of the Minnesota State Patrol.
Mager, a 2019 graduate of the Public Safety Executive Leadership program at St. Cloud State, was
appointed to a special assignment by Governor
Tim Walz to focus on the public safety needs approaching the outcome of the trial. The outcome:
Operation Safety Net.
Students in Baker’s criminal law and criminal
procedure classes followed this trial closely.
Criminal Justice major and aspiring criminal
defense attorney Amelia Green believes Baker’s
videos are what St. Cloud State needs right now.
Green finds his background of practicing law
and teaching style perfect for the subject matter

!

Having spent over a decade in and around the
courtroom as a criminal defense attorney, professor
of Criminal Justice John Baker, J.D. possesses a
deep understanding of a criminal trial. During
the trial of Derek Chauvin, which received much
national attention and on the minds of many, Baker
guided the Husky community through the process.

– breaking down exactly what is going on in the
courtroom from how the seating arrangement is
set up to how the legal process is going to take
place.
“Professor Baker stresses the importance of
being an objective thinker, to truly follow and
understand how and why certain things are taking
place,” Green said.
Additional guests included attorney A.L. Brown
who helped analyze the defense’s witnesses and
Hamline University’s David Schultz who discussed
the fairness of the trial.
“I am hoping we gain a better sense of community and that we come out of this understanding
and valuing all members of our Husky community,” Baker said. “It is often through the unfortunate
circumstances of trauma a community experiences
that brings them closer together.”

Scan to watch episodes

75% of SCSU students approved of the protests following the killing of George Floyd.

SCSU 2021 Student Spring Survey conducted by the SCSU Survey.
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Q
&A

How did you find St. Cloud State or did it find
you?

keeping up with

PATRICK KALONDE

I wanted to advance my knowledge and skill set
in drone technology by pursuing a graduate level
program. I applied for Fulbright Scholarship and I
was allocated to St. Cloud State University. When
I came, I realized that the GIS program has an
emphasis not only on drone technology but also
on other technologies that help to develop meaningful insights from remote sensing data captured
by sensors mounted on both drones and satellite.

In the short time you have been at St. Cloud
State, what conferences have you attended and
what organizations are you a part of?
American Association of Geographers Regional
Meeting*
American Society of Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene
Clinton Global Initiative University
Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team Summit
Minnesota Association of Flood Plain Managers
MN/LIS GIS conference*
St. Cloud State Fullbright Scholars Association
St. Cloud State University Huskies Showcase
Space Generation Advisory Council
Space Generation Advisory Council Congress
*Named second best graduate student

Try to keep up. We dare you.
With a thirst for knowledge and experiences and a passion for making
the world a better place, Patrick Kalonde is a hands-on scholar, learning
everything he can about emerging technologies in GIS.
8 School of Public Affairs

How did your passion for drone technology
come about?
I was first introduced to drone technology in 2017.
Researchers from Virginia Polytechnic Institute
came to Malawi to support building local capacity
in drone technology. I was selected together with
12 other Malawian students and I was trained in
drone building. Since then I developed my interest

to explore more about what drone technology can offer
to the country.

Tell us about your thesis research project.
There exists heightened concern about the threats
posed by plastics to natural ecosystems, with
growing evidence of the harm presented to economies, public health, and society. Unlike developed
countries, in developing countries such as Malawi,
dumping waste in open areas, roadsides and rivers
is common. In this study, I explore the potential for
using drone technology to map plastic pollution
on land. Currently, I am exploring how different
deep learning algorithms can be implemented to
detect plastics and waste dumpsites and generate vital information that can help in design and
implementation of policies and programs aimed at
curbing plastic disposal. I am also collaborating
with a research group based at the Malawi-Liverpool Welcome Trust (a leading clinical and public
health research institution in the region) to support
in collecting UAV imagery in a small community in
Malawi to allow testing of the performance of my
proposed approach for mapping plastic waste.

As an international student, what is one of your
most memorable experiences outside of the
classroom?
Last summer I participated in an inaugural leadership program that was established by President
Robbyn Wacker. Through that program I went
to Washington D.C. for a week-long leadership
retreat. I visited the White House, Capitol, Veterans
War Memorial Tower, and the Russell Senate Office
Building.

What are your plans after graduation?
After finishing my master’s studies, I am interested
in becoming an independent researcher providing
support to key institutions that work in environmental conservation and public health. I am also
thinking about doing a doctoral program if given
the opportunity.

S

hortly after he walked across the
stage at the spring 2021 commencement, Surkhel Yousafzai ‘21 moved to
Dubai to be a part of one of the top three
talent development schemes worldwide ‑
the Dubai Business Associates Program.

“It’s an exciting #Expo2020 year in
Dubai, enabling me to also assist the
Minnesota Bid on ground and continue to
advocate for disability and accessibility
rights with colleagues from St. Cloud State
here in the Middle East,” said Yousafzai.

Run under the patronage of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai to develop
the leaders of the future. Currently, through
the program and with his background from
the School of Public Affairs, Yousafzai has
been given the opportunity to work for The
Executive Council of Dubai in the Department of Governance and Strategy.

Surkhel graduated from St. Cloud State with
degrees in Political Science and International Relations and a certificate in Global
Feminist Leadership. He served as the
Student Government President during the
2020-2021 academic year.

!

Surkhel made history as the first South Asian male
accepted into the Dubai Business Associates Program.

An amazing update from Surkhel Yousafzai ‘21

Yousafzai speaking at his
spring 2021 Commencement.

Learning from Little Falls

S

tudents in Dr. Randy Baker’s Fall
2021 Tourism Development class
(HTSM 396) spent a day at the Little
Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau.
There they met with Executive Director Kristina VonBerge to
conduct an area assessment of the
downtown and surrounding area.
The class mapped locations, identifying empty storefronts, later

!

proposing businesses or enterprises that could occupy those spaces.
Another plan in the works for the
Little Falls Convention and Visitors
Bureau is to link Little Falls to the regional bike trail network. This would
create routes to Camp Ripley, Crow
Wing State Park, and the Soo Line
Trail, which connects to the Lake
Wobegon Trail.

Pictured (front): Cole Dockendorf, Chao Her,
Bishsal Ranabhat, and Armand Mucyo on
the Soo Line Trail over the Mississippi River.

Minnesota has 4,000+ miles of paved bike trails. Many trails are along former railroad beds, offering secluded, scenic biking.
Source: Explore Minnesota
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EXCELLENCE IN

LEADERSHIP
S

ince the School of Public Affairs has been in its
current structure, 24 students have been awarded
the Excellence in Leadership Award.
Nominated by faculty or staff, this annual award honors
students who have demonstrated outstanding leadership
at St. Cloud State based on an evaluation of their
academic commitment and leadership experiences.
We were curious to know where some of those budding
leaders are today, what activities helped them develop
their leadership skills, and what leadership means to
them after leaving St. Cloud State University.

10 School of Public Affairs

Sgt. Dan McClure ‘03 ‘14

Sally Nelson ‘21

St. Cloud Police Department

Forensic Evidence Technician, KLDiscovery

Criminal Justice Studies B.A.
Public Safety Executive Leadership M.S.

Criminal Justice Studies B.A.
(Minors: Psychology and Forensic Science)

Residential Life
Intramural sports

Captain, Women’s Soccer
Intramural sports
Internship at COP House

“

Being a leader is setting the example
for others. You must be able to show
the drive and will to succeed and be
able to communicate your objectives to
others. It is also imperative to be a good
listener and follow others when the time
is appropriate.

”

INFLUENCE

Where are they now?

“

Before you are a leader, success is all about
growing yourself. When you become a
leader, success is all about growing others.
- Jack Welch

”

DRIVE SELF-GROWTH

COMMUNICATE

LISTEN FLEXIBILITY

Nahida Nworen ‘18

Alfredo Oliveira ‘14 ‘16

Samantha Warwick ‘18

Jonathan Wong ‘16 ‘20

Data Manager, Rochester Public Schools

Residence Hall Director, New York University

Political Science and International Relations B.A.
(Minor: Human Relations)
Master of Public Administration (May 2022)

Political Science B.A.
(Minor: International Relations)
Higher Education Administration M.S.

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Nurse,
Children’s Minnesota

Ph.D. candidate, University of Nebraska
- Omaha

Criminal Justice Studies B.A.
(Minors: Sociology and Forensic Science)

Mass Communications B.S.
(Minor: Political Science)
Master of Public Administration

Bangladesh Student Association
Student Government
International Relations Club
SCSU University Program Board

International Student Association
University Ambassadors
University Honors Program
Residential Life
Trustee, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
ROTEX Ambassador

“

Leadership is a very important skill to achieve
a common goal established by an organization
or a group of people. I believe leadership is a
form of growth and it requires various qualities
such as critical thinking, flexibility, interpersonal
communication, and futuristic vision.

”

“

Leadership is about helping others grow by
providing guidance and support. Leaders think
creatively and are not afraid to take the risk to
improve their social or working environments. A
leader knows that his success is dependent on
the success of his team.

Delta Phi Epsilon
Honors Program
SCSU Cheer Team

“

True leadership is having the ability to be
kind and having the courage to stand up
for yourself and those around you.

”

”

KINDNESS

SUPPORT

SERVICE

VISION COLLABORATION
GUIDE IMPROVEMENT
SKILLS EXAMPLE

Additional
recipients

Malaysia Student Association
Social Responsibility Student Organization
Jugaad Leadership Program
SCSU Survey Center
ICMA Student Chapter

“

I think leadership is how you can use your
skills to better society. It is an opportunity
to serve, a platform to voice your unique
thoughts, an environment to collaborate,
and a place to envision a better world.

Alia Abdi ’12
Kelsey Carlson ’12
Stephanie Crandall ’13
Jerry Duckworth III ’20
Robert Gorecki ’05 ’18
Andrea Haataja ’20
Rebecca Hodous ’13
Walid Issa ’15
Hamza Junaid ’21

”

Hafis Mensah ’19
Ragib Morshed ’12
Angela Mundis ’17
Nicholas Neuman ’16
Rick Osborne ’19
John Parro ’10
Oliver Tempel ’14
Galata Tona ’11
Emma Turbyville ’18
2021 Annual Report | stcloudstate.edu/sopa 11

2011

2015

The School of Public
Affairs is formed
from the College of
Social Sciences. Örn
Bodvarsson is named
the first dean.

2013

SCSU Survey’s spring survey finds “A majority of
Minnesotans believe human-caused climate change is
occurring.”

The first 5-year strategic plan is
completed.
School of Public Affairs Research
Institute (SOPARI) is launched
with Dr. King Banaian as its first
director.
The @scsusopa Facebook page
is born.

King Banaian is hired as dean.
Eric Fuller becomes a certified federal surveyor.

2012

2016

The first issue of the School of Public Affairs
newsletter is published.

The School of Public Affairs
invades Alnwick Castle in the
fall with Political Science and
Economics courses.

Dr. Jason Lindsey received the Fullbright
Award to teach at the Yaroslav the Wise
Academy of Urkraine.

5

Three staff positions are added Administrative Director (Lisa Spethmann),
Student Relations Director (Sarah Nelson),
and Experiential Learning and Outreach
Director (Kristy Modrow).

123
4

The new MPA program is launched with eight students
enrolled. Drs. Shawn Schooley and Darla Hamman are
hired.

6

78

Dean Örn Bodvarsson
leaves St. Cloud State
and King Banaian is
named interim dean.

Dr. Darla Hamann publishes
Age and Reemployment Success
After Job Loss: An Integrative
Model and Meta-Analysis in
Psychological Bulletin, which went
on to win the 2020 Hunter MetaAnalysis Award from the Society
of Industrial and Organizational
Psychology.

9 ...

by the
numbers
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2014

57

Study abroad
trips

24

Excellence in
Leadership Award
Recipients

2019
2017
Dr. Gareth John is awarded the
Hellervik Prize.
The first SOPA Advisory Council
of industry leaders meets in the
spring.
The dean’s office moves from
Whitney House to Stewart Hall.

The Fighting Saints Battalion Army Reserves
Officers’ Training Corp was one of eight to win a
MacArthur Award.
Neel Kashkari, President of the Federal Reserve
Bank of Minneapolis, holds a town hall on campus.

2021
Online and hyflex
learning continues to be
desired by students, as
the pandemic lingers.

The first SOPA spring break trip is lead by Dr. Rich
MacDonald. The overseas adventure included a
stay at Alnwick Castle and a look into the looming
effects of Brexit.
C

EL

E B R AT I N

10

G

Dr. Darla Hamann wins Outstanding Article in
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly (NVSQ)

YEARS

2018

2020

The first strategic plan refresh is completed
in the spring.

Dr. Monica Garcia-Perez is named president of
the American Society of Hispanic Economists.

Dr. Benjamin Richason earns the
Distinguished Educator Award from the
Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium.

In February of 2020, SOPA coordinated a
pop-up seminar with campus and community
partners on the new Coronavirus in Asia.

The dean’s office adds a Communications
and Outreach position (Danae Swanson).

In March, all faculty, staff, and students were
sent home due to the pandemic. On-campus
courses transitioned to online in less than three
weeks.

The first Annual Report publication is
produced.

48
13 School of Public Affairs

MPA
graduates

360 2,942
Master’s degrees

total
graduates
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GIVING
with Chris Thiebaut ’05

W

here has the time gone?
That was my first thought when
realizing that it had been 16 years since
I was a student at St. Cloud State.
I am forever grateful for the lessons
learned, memories, and experiences I
had. My education prepared me to be
successful in the post-college real world.
As I have progressed in my career, I am honored to be able to
stay involved with the School of
Public Affairs and give back financially and with my time to support
the next generation of students.

$20,000+

$10,000+

John H. Campbell*^
+
Barclay and Janet Carriar
+
Jerry A. Glatzmaier
+
William A. Hyers
+•
Dale J. Trippler

Mike and Gretchen Sieben
+•
Chris Thiebaut
+•
Debra Yerigan

+

$5,000+
Patricia Bodelson*

14 School of Public Affairs

$1,000-$4,999
+

Barbara and King* Banaian
Benevity Community Impact Fund
+
James Glatzmaier
Great River Federal Credit Union
Eungmin* and Monica Kang
Lori M. Kuhn
MetLife Foundation
Dennis J. Purcell
+
Dan Rogan • and Kate Menendez
+
Keith and Heidi Schilawski
+•
William E. Schramm
+•
Steven Smith
+
Dick and Martha Theilmann

St. Cloud State’s Unleash The Future
campaign is a great accomplishment
for the university, and I was thrilled
that one of SOPA’s priorities was supporting study abroad opportunities.
Studying abroad is a life-altering
experience and something very close
to my heart. Growing up, both my
parents spoke very fondly about
their college exchange programs—
my mother spending time in Thailand and my father in Norway.
Both my sister and I had opportunities to study in Germany,
Spain, and Mexico, experiences that we talk about still today.
The annual SOPA trip to Alnwick
Castle provides a unique experience,
allowing students to immerse themselves in a European culture while living and taking classes in a real castle.

Unfortunately, many students
lack the financial resources to participate in this learning opportunity and depend on financial assistance from alumni like ourselves.
This is such an essential part of
college education, and the lifelong
friends and experiences are invaluable.
I am so proud to support this effort
and encourage you to do the same.
Donating to the St. Cloud State University Foundation is easy, only takes a
few minutes, and will make an enormous
impact on our future global leaders.
Please consider joining me in helping to make study abroad a reality for
every Husky.
Chris Thiebaut is the head of U.S. Corporate Actions
at BlackRock, a global asset manager and technology
provider. He holds a degree in Business Economics
from St. Cloud State University.

$500-$999

up to $499

Robert O. Bixby
+
Patti • and Bob Gartland
+
Matthew R. Hiti
+
Margaret McCue and David Wall*
Ben*^ and Barb Richason

Kelly Allenspach+
Aaron+ and Lisa Amic
Riyan Arab
John Baker+*
Randal* and Torene Baker
Greg and Carol Baron+
Christopher R. Beaulieu+
Berning & Hedebrecht, LTD
Kris A. Bertelsen+
Nick and Regan Bovee-Gazett+
Linda Butenhoff* and Gregory Phillips
Richard R. Caldecott+
Seth Carlyon+

The giving grows
Logan Michael Catton
Ann and Art Chaika^
Kelsey M. Christian+
James Cottrill*
Peter+ and Carol Dinndorf
John+ and Julie Ditzler
Rochelle+* and Robert Dyer
Sara Franceen Edel+
Jeff+ and Dena Ehrich
Holly Evers~
Eric* and Carrie Fuller
Daniel+ and Kris Gates
Randy Goering
Darla+* and Greg Hamann
Michelle Hammes*
N. Eric Hampton*^
Eric+ and Leean Hedtke
Heidi Heller
Tim+ and Tana Hellwig
Kim+ and Matthew Hendricks
Aaron David Henning+
Nathan J. Hermiston+
Don Hickman•
Luke N. Hofstad+
Brad+ and Jacqueline Janowski
Gareth E. John*
Lucas John Knese+
Daniel+ and Brenda Komppa
Brian Raymond Koskey+
Lee R. Larson+
Joshua M. Lease+~
Gayle Leen
Nicholas Robert Lengyel+
Jason Lindsey*
Sara A. Lohrman+
Dana+ and William Lowell
Richard* and Tracey MacDonald
Jasmin Miller
Steve+ and Florence Miner
+

Masoud*^ and Maryam Moghaddam
Mikol R. Montoya+
Jesse L. Onkka+
John Parro+
Susan M. Purcell+
Shawn J. Riesner+
Bill+ and Anne Riggs
Spencer Rojas+
Lyle and Julia+ Rust
Dana M. Saeger+
Lisa L. Schapira+
Otto+ and Mary Schmid
Patrick J. Schumacher+
Timothy+ and Jennifer Snyder
Brian D. Stoks+
Christopher+ and Jodi Striano
Danae* and Zac Swanson
David M. Switzer*
Kathleen Uradnik*
James+ and Jennifer Verbrugge
Luan Westra
Hung-Chih Yu*
Samuel Zess

Give today!
stcloudstate.edu/foundation
*
~
^
•
+

SOPA faculty or staff
SCSU faculty or staff
Professor emeritus/retired
Advisory Board
Alumni

Giving data, provided by the St. Cloud State University
Foundation, is dated January 1 through December 31, 2021.

New Scholarships Formed in 2021
Bill Hyers Political Science Scholarship
William A. Hyers

Jerry Glatzmaier ‘67 Economics Scholarship
The Estate of Jerry Glatzmaier

Pat’s Paladin Award
Dr. Patricia Bodelson

School of Public Affairs Study Abroad Fund
Chris Thiebaut and Debra Yerigan

School of Public Affairs Advisory Board
Debra Yerigan ‘82, Chair
Attorney, Messerli & Kramer
David Borgert, Vice Chair
Director, Community and Government
Relations, CentraCare Health

Shaunna Johnson
City Administrator, City of Waite Park
Jeffery Magee ‘91
Deputy Assistant Director, Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

Chas Anderson ‘96
Co-Founder and partner, MZA+Co

Jermaine Ogaja ‘07
Economist, The International Monetary Fund

James Bullard ‘84
President, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Dan Rogan ‘00
Senior Assistant, Hennepin County Attorney

John Campbell
Professor Emeritus, Criminal Justice

William Schramm ‘04
Senior Vice President, Logan Circle Partners

Santo Cruz
Executive Director, Government and
Community Relations, CentraCare Health
Greg Emerick ‘87
Co-founder, Sentera
Patti Gartland ‘80
President, Greater St. Cloud Development
Corporation
Don Hickman
VP of Workforce and Economic
Development, Initiative Foundation

Steven S. Smith ‘75
Professor of Social Sciences & Director of
Wiedenbaum Center, Washington University
Jim Steve ‘87
St. Cloud Police Department (retired)
Chris Thiebaut ‘05
Director, U.S. Head of Corporate Actions,
BlackRock
Dale Trippler ‘69
Consultant, Landmark Environmental, LLC

IT TAKES A

GARDEN
COMMUNITY POLICING TAKES ROOT AT COP HOUSE

16 School of Public Affairs

W

ith a garden comes
risk. The elements are a
constant factor – pests,
drought, and even human error.
There is also the potential of great
reward
This summer, the St. Cloud Rotary
Community Outpost (COP House)
dug in and added a community garden as one of many ways of connecting and engaging with the community.
“The South Side of St. Cloud is a
food desert where it is difficult to buy
affordable and good quality food,”
said Taylor Richmond, a St. Cloud
police officer working in the Community Engagement Division. The idea
of community garden was born while
speaking with CentraCare employees,
Hani Jacobson and Mahado Ali, who
also work at the COP House.
On a hot summer evening in early
August, the garden is producing. A
group of women pull up in a minivan and come in to pick a few items
for their salads that evening. They
are met by a few eager and curious
children who learn what each plant is
producing.
Though the kids were really there
for the ice cream from the freezer inside, the adults in the garden took the
opportunity to introduce them to the
food growing in the garden. A green
tomato was mistaken for a pumpkin

!

by one young girl, but she quickly
learned that is what ketchup is made
from.
Nick Hainlin, a junior Criminal
Justice major, was one of three COP
House interns this summer. On day
two of their internship, they were
tasked with starting the garden. Within a week, they cut out the grass and
tilled the soil.
With donated plants and seeds,
Hainlin and the other interns began
planting with the help of kids in the
neighborhood. One intern was present each Monday evening throughout
the summer for Gardening Club at
the COP House.
“If you want anyone, but especially kids involved in any activity, you
have to be willing to do it yourself,”
Hainlin said.

“If you want anyone, but
especially kids involved in
any activity, you have to be
willing to do it yourself.”
— Nick Hainlin

It is this mindset he practiced
throughout the summer – inside the
garden and out – at the COP House.
A future peace officer for the state of
Minnesota, he is solidifying a deep
foundation in community policing.
“You have to show you care about
the community and the community
will show it cares about you,” Hainlin
said. “It’s a two-way street.”
The Community Engagement
Division’s goal with the garden was
to provide community members the
opportunity to grow their own food,
and perhaps, learn a new skill in the
process. The garden is especially well
received among its younger clients
who have a desire to be helpful and
whose curiosity cannot keep them out
of the wood pallet fence surrounding
the garden.
Audrey Hepburn once said, “To
plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.” The COP House has established
roots for many years of engagement
with the surrounding community.

A little background...

The St. Cloud Rotary Community
Outpost is the first of its kind
in Minnesota. It provides basic
needs to its community while
building and maintaining healthy
relationships. The facility provides
services from the St. Cloud Police
Department, Stearns County
Human Services, CentraCare
Health, and Mayo Ambulance.
In 2019, the Community Outpost
was awarded the United States
Department of Justice L. Anthony
Sutin Civic Engagement Award.

In Central Minnesota, 1 in every 5 students do not know where their next meal will come from.
Source: Feeding Area Children Together (FACT)
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FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS
18 School of Public Affairs

GILVERT ANGERVIL
A Comprehensive Application of Kingdon’s
Multiple Streams Framework: An Analysis of
the Obama Administration’s No Child Left
Behind Waiver Policy Published at Politics &
Policy, July 26, 2021.
KING BANAIAN
Serves on the St. Cloud Regional Airport
Advisory Council.

European Association of Archaeology
Conference, Kiel, Germany (virtual).
September 2021.
Paleo Altay expedition with the Institute
of Archaeology and Ethnography of
Novosibirsk, the Altay Republic, Russia,
July 2021.
A diagnostic phytolith morphotype found
in Porteresia coarctata (Roxb.) Tateoka
indicates coastal swampy mangrove
environments: A case study from the Indian
east coast, Science Direct, September 2021.

ZHENGYANG ‘ROBIN’ CHEN
Journal of Economic Dynamics and Control,
Monetary Transmission in Money Markets:
The Not-So-Elusive Missing Piece of the
Puzzle, August 2021.

JAMES B. COTTRILL AND THE SCSU
SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER
Central Minnesota Community Foundation,
Minnesota Lottery, Department of Campus
Involvement sponsored studies.

Post BREXIT: Uncertainty, Risk Measurement
and COVID-19 Challenges, July 2021.

ROCHELLE DYER
Minnesota Council for the Social Studies,
Feb. 2021.

MARY CLIFFORD
Sex Crime and Offenders: Exploring
Questions of Character and Culture (Theory
and Practice in Criminal Justice).

A new important natural area with rare
Orchid family (Orchidaceae) species and
recommendations for its preservation in
Novosibirsk Region, Russia. Dubynin, A.,
Selyutina, I., Egorova, A., Blinnikov M.
2021. Acta Biologica Sibirica, April 2021.
MIKHAIL BLINNIKOV
MIKHAIL BLINNIKOV
SCSU Faculty Improvement Grant (with
Dr. Matt Julius, Biology): Paleo Altay:
Uncovering Past Environmental Changes at
the Heart of Eurasia.
American Association of Geographers
Annual Meeting, Seattle, Washington
(virtual). April 2021.

MIKHAIL BLINNIKOV AND JEFF
TORGUSON
A Geography of Russia and Its Neighbors
(2nd edition).
PATRICIA BODELSON
Dr. Bodelson is consulting with Greek officials
regarding the planning, implementing
and evaluating disaster management. She
is including University of Athens students
through integration of experiential pedagogy
in the curriculum.

LUIS ESTEVEZ
Helping the Neighborhood: Creating
Indicators for Sustainable Housing
Planning. Book chapter in Promoting the
Sustainable Development Goals in North
American Cities: Case Studies & Best
Practices in the Science of Sustainability
Indicators.
CINDY FITZTHUM
Team lead for major grant revision:
Mathematics and Economics: K-5.

JAMES COTTRILL
JAMES B. COTTRILL
Understanding the Trump Effect in Polling:
A State-Level Exploration of Response
Rates from 2011-2020” presented at the
Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political
Science Association, April 2021.

“Teaching Fiscal Policy in the COVID Era”
co-presenter for the Minnesota Council for
Economic Education, March and August
2021 virtual webinars.
MONICA GARCIA-PEREZ
Teaching controversial and contemporary
topics in economics using a jigsaw
literature review activity, Journal of
Economic Education.

Kristy Modrow, Student Relations and Experiential Learning
Director was awarded the 2021 Alumni Association’s University
Leadership Award. She was nominated by School of Public
Affairs alumna Angela Mundis ‘17.
She formally accepted her award at an October 15 ceremony
where she was joined by her parents, long-time friend Angela,
Dr. Rich MacDonald, SOPA grad Ashley Carlson ‘15 ‘20, and
Dean Banaian.

“To me, leadership is simple.

Leadership is to inspire positivity in the lives of others.”

Panelist: Economics of Health Equity for the
American Society of Health Economists
Reinventing Our Communities Cohort
Program, a Federal Reserve Bank of
Philadelphia program (with King Banaian).

RICH MACDONALD AND KING BANAIAN
Greater St. Cloud Development
Corporation grant to produce four annual
issues and live presentations of the St.
Cloud Area Quarterly Business Report.

MICHELLE KUKOLECA HAMMES
Earned a Certificate in Effective College
Instruction from the Association of College
and University Educators and American
Council on Education.

KRISTY MODROW
Served on the Minnesota State Taskforce on
Law Enforcement Education Reform.

New 3+2 program to prepare community
leaders more efficiently than ever

TOM OIEN AND DAVID WALL
Leveraged Equipment Grant Award Acquisition of High Accuracy RTK GPS
Receiver to Support Unmanned Aircraft
Systems (UAS) high precision modeling and
analytics.
CHUKWUNYERE UGOCHUKWU
Presenter: “Residential Building Permits and
Inspections: Permitting for Preservation,
Reconstruction, Rehabilitation and
Remodeling” for Rethos Places Reimagined.

AREF HASSAN
AREF HASSAN
“Understanding the United Arab Emirates,”
a four-part virtual seminar with St. Cloud
State’s Rehabilitation Studies.
GARETH JOHN
Appointed to serve of St. Cloud State
University’s Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning’s Scholar Pilot Program.

LINDSEY VIGESAA AND MARY
CLIFFORD WITH KATIE RICHARDSON
JENS, MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY
MOORHEAD
2021 Minnesota State Educational
Innovations 2021 Shark Tank Open
Recipients. “Interdisciplinary Applications
of Artificial Intelligence Emphasizing Public
Safety: A Multi Campus Collaboration
to Develop and Offer a Minnesota State
System Wide Course on Applications of
Artificial Intelligence across the Criminal
Justice System.”
SHAWN L. WILLIAMS
National Association of Black Law
Enforcement Officers, Inc., September
2021.

LYNN MACDONALD
LYNN MACDONALD
VP/President Elect of the Minnesota
Economics Association.

HUNG-CHIH ‘ALVIN’ YU
Recipient of a Faculty Improvement Short
Term Grant to work towards a Certification
in Hotel Industry Analytics.

Pictured: (left) Drs. Chukwunyere Ugochukwu, Luis Estevez, and Aspa Rigopoulou-Melcher

Add up their years of experience and the Planning and Community
Development faculty have over 80 years to boast about. With that
experience, they know when it is time to innovate and change.
A new program offers students an opportunity to earn a bachelor’s in Planning and
Community Development and Master of Public Administration in only five years; also
known as a 3+2 program.
This accelerated, rigorous program is available to students who show the discipline
necessary to successfully complete the accelerated pace. This is a significant time and
money savings for the student.
St. Cloud State’s Planning & Community Development curriculum is the only program of its
kind in the state that follows traditional planning curriculum, dealing not only with the nuts
and bolts of planning, but also theoretical and policy aspects. Sustainability, equity, and
diversity is at the heart of it all.
Now enrolling for fall 2022!

!

100% of Planning and Community Development graduates from the last four years are employed.
Source: St. Cloud State University Career Center
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SERVICE FROM SERVICE

a graduation story

Kerry Koch celebrated her commencement on the six-year
anniversary of veteran father’s death
20 School of Public Affairs

n Friday, December 17, Kerry Koch
walked across the stage and received
her diploma, commemorating her
bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice Studies. It
was also the six-year anniversary of her father’s
death. To say it was a serendipitous moment
would be an understatement.
Koch’s father, Dennis, passed away December
17, 2015 at the age of 71. A Vietnam veteran,
he was considered 100 percent disabled through
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA),
dealing with ailments from Agent Orange.
After Dennis passed, the family met with his
VA representative who questioned whether or
not Koch and her brother had their bachelor’s
degrees. “At the time I was struggling to get my
associates,” Koch said.
Koch was awarded a Survivors’ and Dependents Assistance (DEA) grant, given to spouses or children of veterans who are either permanently disabled because of a service-related
condition or died while on active duty. The VA
grant offers assistance with education and training, housing, and books. The assistance could
not have come at a better time.
Koch was ready to finish what she started. In
the late ’90s, she earned a legal secretary certificate from Anoka Technical College and later
an associate degree with a paralegal focus from
Hennepin Technical College.
Not having a specific career path in mind,
Koch found it difficult to stay motivated and
focused with school. “When I was told this
benefit would cover my education through a
bachelor’s degree, I decided it was time to get
serious,” she said.
With an interest in law always in the back of
her mind, she looked into St. Cloud State University’s Criminal Justice Studies program. The
location and fact that her brother, Kevin earned
his degree in Elementary Education from
SCSU, made the choice simple.

It was time to earn that bachelor’s degree.
Koch sold her town home and moved to Big
Lake to live with her mother, Linda.
It is Koch’s goal to become a probation officer and help people turn their lives around and
be successful in life.
“I’ve never actually had a career, just jobs. I
am really excited to finally have a career,” she
said.

Kerry Koch with a photo of her
father, Dennis.

		
		“I’ve never actually had a career, just
		jobs. I am really excited to finally have
		
a career.” — Kerry Koch
		
Dennis was a stoic man. Koch describes him
as not being overly affectionate, but he was always there for her. He was her rock. Whenever she needed him, he was there and always said
the right thing to make it all okay.
“Getting this benefit was just another way
of him taking care of me after his death,” Koch
said. “I think he would be so proud of me and
he would probably make a joke about me finally finishing my schooling.”
Koch has given it her all and is graduating
with honors. She sums it up perfectly: “I needed to give it my all and make him proud.”

RADICAL(ization) PROJECT
Hands-on, real-life experience with a classroom project, national competition, and most importantly, teamwork

B

andwagon, name-calling, testimonials, and glittering generalities are a
few of the seven propaganda devices
used in radicalization by students in Dr.
Patricia Bodelson’s spring Administering
Public Policy class.
Working closely with EdVenture
Partners, a peer-to-peer marketing organization, the class was awarded a $2,000
grant to support their efforts in the
Invent2Prevent competition.
The grant supported a website for
students, parents, and teachers to access
information on and recognize biased propaganda and how it is used to manipulate
people into supporting ideas or actions.
The target audience: adolescents aged
10-15, who are among the most suscep-

tible to radicalization due to the time in
their lives in which ideals and values are
being solidified.
Working closely as a team, the class
came up with messaging, website
content, and logo to meet Invent2Prevent’s program objectives. The class
developed P.E.A.R.R., which stands for
Propaganda Education and Awareness to
Reduce Radicalization.
Research for the project involved sophomore Social Studies Education major
James Reichow’s attempt to connect with
organizations – the Proud Boys and the
Asatru Folk Assembly in Murdock (a
white-only church).
“I figured it wouldn’t hurt to try and
see if we were able to talk to them to try

and understand what they are thinking
and what causes them to do what they
do,” he said. Reichow received no
response from either organization.
Their website contained videos and
other media to illustrate ways the
targeted age group can recognize coercive
propaganda and how it may influence
their thinking. Supporting materials for
educators and parents are also in development.
“The teacher lesson plan has not come
up on any website we have found,” said
Jacqueline Borromeo, a junior Political Science and Economics double
major from Faribault. “There are similar
websites to this we have seen, but we are
implementing ideas that they have not.”

This project was not only a lesson
on radicalization prevention, it also
enhanced students’ team building skills.
Sophomore Political Science and International Relations double major Elise
Kloeppner has a new found outlook on a
project of this scale.
“I assumed it would be an easy task,
but now I see how many people and
talents it takes to execute a project as
large as this,” said Kloeppner.
The 2021 spring semester competition
included 25 universities across the United
States of which they were not a finalist.
St. Cloud State University was the only
participating school from Minnesota.
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ALUMNI NEWS

MOLLY LOU PINTOK

SHIRWA ADAN

‘10s
A. ALHISHWAWN ‘10 ‘13 is a
legal consultant for Saudi Telecom
Company.
CINDY BARNES ‘14 lives in Oakdale
and is a 911 dispatcher for Ramsey
County Emergency Communications.
KAYLA BOETTCHER ‘16 is retail
banking specialist with First Bank &
Trust.
DREW BOLDT ‘12 lives in Aitkin
where he is serving the community as
a police officer.
TREVOR BRINK ‘17 works as a legal
research analyst with Thompson
Reuters. In May 2021, he graduated
from the University of St. Thomas
School of Law and is also pursuing a
career as an Army JAG officer.
SAMUEL CLAESON ‘16 is a senior
fire inspector for Siemens. He is also
a real estate investor in the Twin
Cities.

22 | School of Public Affairs

STEPHEN OPOKU ANSAH

STEPHANIE CANNATA ‘16 is a group
office manager for the National Institute
of Standards and Technology and lives in
Denver, Colorado.
LOGAN CATTON ‘18 lives in Missoula,
Montana and was recently promoted to
operations administrator with FedEx. He
was married September 18, 2021.
JESSICA CONDON ‘18 is a 5-12 social
studies teacher.
KATHRYN DELZOPPO ‘12 is an attorney
for Ohnstad Twichell, P.C. in Fargo, North
Dakota.
ALICIA ERKENBRACK ‘11 is a security
dispatcher for Regions Hospital. She and
her husband welcomed their fourth child
in 2021.
JUSTIN GRIFFIN ‘19 works in the special
education department at the Rockford
School District.
HOLLY HLAVACEK ‘12 lives in Parrish,
Florida and is a commercial claims
manager for Progressive Insurance. She is
married to fellow Husky, Gregory Lindquist.

KEITH HOVLAND ‘16 is the director of
employment programs at Rise, Inc.
CHRISTOPHER KNOLL ‘11 is the CEO of
Minnewaska Community Health Services.
He lives in Saint James.
CHADWICK KUNKEL ‘12 lives in New
York City with his wife Lauren. He has
worked with Capital One for 10 years,
currently as a senior project manager.
NICHOLAS LENGYEL ‘19 is a project
manager for TrimPac, Inc.
MATTHEW LUDEWIG ‘04 ‘17 began
a new role as senior manager of data
analytics at United Health Group in June
2021.
JACOB MACKEDANZ ‘13 is a land
surveyor in training at O’Malley &
Kron Land Surveyors, Inc. He lives in
Paynesville.
ISMAIL MOHAMED ‘19
is an MPA grad working as a human
services supervisor for Stearns County.
MORGAN NELSON ‘19 is a paralegal for
Kaufman and Canoles Law Firm.

STEPHEN OPOKU ANSAH

REINE ANDREA KOUAKOU

ELLIE BOISEN

HOLLY HLAVACEK

KATHRYN (DENN) NIETFELD ‘12 lives in
Mankato and is the supervisor of security
operations with Mayo Clinic Health
Systems.
ALEC PFARR ‘18 lives in Le Center and
works as a corrections officer for the State
of Minnesota.
MARIE PFLIPSEN ‘14 serves as community
development director for the City of
Becker. In 2020, she received the St.
Cloud State Graduate of the Last Decade
(GOLD) Award.
MATT PIERSAK ‘16 took a leap to
domestic sales and operations with Steam
Logistics.
MOLLY LOU PINTOK ‘16 ‘18 In addition
to being a senior GIS analyst for Johnson
Outdoors, Inc., Molly Lou serves on
the Board of Directors for the Superior
Hiking Trail Association and is a regular
volunteer with St. Cloud Pride.
AEKTONO PRASOMSACK ‘13 works
in GIS at the Minnesota Department of
Transportation.

DEREK RANDALL ‘18 is the chief of
police for Cloquet Police Department.
JAMIE SCHEFFER ‘14 lives in
Bloomington where she is a funding
specialist for Bolton and Menk.
SARAH SCHLOEMER ‘10
lives in Burnsville and works as
a commissary assistant with Sun
Country Airlines.
ERIN SCHOENECKER ‘12 ‘14
is a child protection investigator
for Hennepin County and lives in
Monticello.
RUPAK SHRESTHA ‘12 is a predoctoral fellow at Eckerd College in
the Political Science Department and
Global Affairs Program.
JEFFERY L. UDY SR ‘13 is the
administrator/executive director
of Long Term Care at Edgewater
Consulting.
DALE VASSAR ‘15 is a deputy
sergeant for the Hennepin County
Sheriff’s Office.

ANA SAN MIGUEL ESQUEDA

JEFFREY L. UDY SR.

BETHANY WILMES

MIKE WIMMER ‘17 is the economic
development manager for Mille Lacs
County. He was recently elected
as president of the Minnesota
Association of Professional County
Economic Developers.
FELICIA WOLTERS ‘16 lives in
Minneapolis where she is the assistant
ecological landscape designer for
Light Dark Landscape.
TABITHA WOOD ‘14 became an
investigator for the Columbia Heights
Police Department in 2019 where
is part of the LMC, Teen Academy,
FTO, Recruitment Committee, Mobile
Field Force, Search Warrant Entry
Team. She lives in Clearwater with
her family.

‘20s
SHIRWA ADAN ‘20 works for the
Central Minnesota Community
Empowerment Organization as
their executive director of non-profit
organization.

“Came late to the game, graduating SCSU in my
early 50s. I have managed four different Long Term
Care facilities winning a Silver Award for Leadership
and Care. Married with seven children and 10
grandchildren. Never to late to reinvent yourself.”

ANTHONY DEUTSCH

JESSICA CONDON

STEPHEN OPOKU ANSAH ‘20 lives in
Chicago and is an AML analyst for PwC.

WELBEC D. HAMM ‘20 lives in Bovey,
Minnesota where he is self employed.

MCKENNA BANYAI ‘20 is a AML/BSA
investigator with US Bank and lives in
Minnetonka.

SUBHAAN KHAN ‘16 lives in Dallas,
Texas and works as a software analyst at
Ziosk.

ELLIE BOISEN ‘20 is a GIS specialist
on the environmental team in power
renewables at Westwood.

SPC ALFRED KIBWOTA ‘20 is an Army
Reserve administrator for the 416th
Theater Engineer Command.

ANTHONY DEUTSCH ‘21 is the senior
mental health coordinator for the Allina
Health System.

ALEXIS KISNER ‘21 is a sales coordinator
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Fargo, North
Dakota.

JACOB ENGST ‘20 is serving the
community of Brainerd as a police
officer.

DYLAN KOENIG ‘16 ‘21 is busy in
Pocatello, Idaho as an academic advisor
at Idaho State University. He married his
wife, Lindsey, in July.

ANA SAN MIGUEL ESQUEDA ‘21
finished her first year teaching science at
Saint James High School.
MARQUS FLICEK ‘21 teaches high school
social studies for Pillager School District.
PATRICK GILL ‘20 will begin law school
at George Washington University Law
School in the fall of 2022.

“I completed my master’s degree on August 5, 2021.
My uncle Roy always reminded me that he would wait
for me to complete my master’s before he would pass
away. He died happily on September 15, 2021.”

HUNTER MOEN ‘20 is an insurance
adjuster for Western National Insurance
and was married in the fall.
MICHELLE NEU ‘20 lives in Sauk Rapids
and is the senior office specialist of jail
records for the Stearns County Sheriff’s
Office.
TATE RODINE ‘21 is a corrections
officer for the Minnesota Department of
Corrections.
IRENE RUIZ-BRISENO ‘20 lives in St.
Paul where she is the program manager
in capacity building and engagement,
Greater Minnesota Housing Fund.

REINE ANDREA MARYLINE KOUAKOU
‘21 is a doctoral candidate in Criminal
Justice at North Dakota State University.

KEEP IN TOUCH!
HERE’S HOW.

ANDREA LANGHOFF ‘20 is a middle
school teacher at Pillager Middle School.

We want to hear from you!
Tell us about your awards,
honors, and personal and
professional accomplishments.

KYLE LARSON ‘21 is a reserve soldier for
the U.S. Army.

TREVOR WALTZING ‘20 is an event
planner for CentraCare.
BETHANY WILMES ‘20, Chaska, was
promoted to legal support manager at
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

In Memoriam
MIKE ELHARD ‘05
Community Development
SARA (BACKER) GRELL ‘04
Criminal Justice

sopa@stcloudstate.edu
St. Cloud State
School of Public Affairs
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Ten years down. Many more to come.

365 Stewart Hall
720 4th Ave S
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498
(320) 308-4790
stcloudstate.edu/sopa

